Assessment Cycles: Tips & Tricks

Cycle Creation/Maintenance

1. Minimize the number of sender/receiver combinations to maximize performance.

2. Avoid the use of open-ended intervals when defining sender/receiver groups. 
3. Instead of defining one segment for an entire cycle, attempt (if possible) to create segments that are fund specific.  
4. If it is absolutely necessary to allocate costs out to a broad cross section of receivers, limit the number of sender/receiver combinations by breaking the cycle down into sub-cycles, consisting of fewer senders and same population of receivers. Assign the sub-cycles to different run groups and process cycles in a parallel fashion.  

5. Run cycles with Interactive indicator activated. 

6. Assign cycles that are not dependent on one another to separate run groups to take advantage of parallel processing capabilities

7. Prior to saving cycle, execute cycle check (preferably in the background)

Cycle Processing

1. Execute cycles in the background ONLY.

2. Run Assessments with Database access 'Selection by Segment' or 'Selection by Cycle'. Do some experimenting here to determine which method of access elicits the best performance. Run cycles in test and compare run times

3. Rate based allocations are not dependent on actual costs.  Upon receipt of relevant consumption data, these cycles can be processed prior to month-end.  Proceed with these allocations well before month end to ensure effective processing before month end close.

4. Execute non-dependant cycles in parallel…e.g. through the use of multiple cycle run groups.

Troubleshooting

1. Check for incomplete funds management assignments of CO-related Master Data.  The effected rules will be the WBS, Cost Center, and Functional Area Rules.

2. Consumption accounts must have a unit of measure or else the allocation will fail.

3. Execute the cycle with the trace on in order to validate incomplete sender/receiver posted values 

4. If Cycles are dragging on, use runtime analysis to break down the processing time into core processes.  Note that the actual time associated with the generation of the financial documents in CO, Special Ledger, and in FM is not included.
5. it is important to log into an application server that has the foreground processing time extended

